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Panel	1:	Regional	Dynamics	
	

	
‘Digital	Space	and	Religious	Intolerance	in	South	Asia:	India	and	Bangladesh’	

Parama	Sinhapalit	(Nanyang	Technological	University)	
	

The	digital	 space,	dominated	by	social	media	platforms,	have	beyond	doubt	revolutionized	
global	communication	by	placing	the	public	in	the	communication	network.	By	heralding	free	
speech	and	facilitating	access	to	information,	the	new	age	communication	network	has	been	
cheered	for	ending	monopoly	over	information	and	extending	the	boundaries	of	democracy.	
However,	 the	 same	 digital	 tools	 have	 also	 exposed	 the	 dark	 underside	 of	 technology	 and	
democracy.	Networking,	over	 time,	has	 revealed	 the	presence	of	 the	 ‘misinformed	masses’	
(public)	 –	 religiously	 intolerant	 –	 heavily	 influenced	 by	 disinformation.	 The	 dystopian	
narrative,	 averse	 to	 alternate	 facts	 and	 figures,	 and	disseminated	by	 the	online	public	 and	
journalists,	are	causing	an	emergency	in	democratic	societies,	including	South	Asia.	
	
These	 developments	 have	 also	 constrained	 the	 leaders’	 capacity	 to	 control	 the	 framing	 of	
events	in	keeping	with	national	interests,	sometimes	even	discouraging	them,	for	achieving	
narrow	 political	 objectives.	 This	 paper	 seeks	 to	 critically	 examine	 the	 contemporary	
narratives	 around	 online	 religious	 campaigns	 targeting	 the	 minorities	 in	 both	 India	 and	
Bangladesh.	With	modern	states	constantly	communicating	with	each	other	and	its	publics	in	
the	globalized	world,	facilitated	by	the	new	media	platforms,	relational	Public	Diplomacy	(PD)	
has	assumed	enormous	traction.	However,	the	rise	of	the	global	 far-Right	extremism	is	not	
only	disrupting	relational	PD	between	the	two	South	Asian	neighbours	but	also	threatening	
peace	and	harmony	in	the	region.	The	paper	will	also	investigate	the	emotional	antagonism	
angle	and	the	hashtag	politics	which	together	shape	online	communication	giving	way	to	‘fake	
news	era’	characterized	by	the	spread	of	radical	messages,	intolerance	and	propaganda.		

	
Key	Words:	religion,	India,	Bangladesh,	social	media,	disinformation	

	
~~~~~~	

	

‘Nuclear	Weapons,	Strategic	Behaviour	and	IR	Theory:	India’s	Confrontations	
with	China	and	Pakistan’,	Rajesh	Basrur	(Nanyang	Technological	University)	

	
The	dynamics	of	nuclear	 confrontation	challenge	 the	still	 influential	 realist	notion	 that	 the	
distribution	of	military	power	and	the	politics	that	ensues	from	it	are	immutable	features	of	
international	politics.	I	argue	that,	on	the	contrary,	the	strategic	behaviour	in	nuclear	rivalries	
–	 in	 the	 present	 instance,	 the	 India-China	 and	 India-Pakistan	 dyads	 –	 is	 more	 accurately	
though	still	incompletely	captured	by	the	concept	of	strategic	interdependence.	I	distinguish	
between	immediate	interdependence	(upon	the	onset	of	crisis)	and	general	interdependence	
(in	‘normal’	times).	When	crises	occur,	immediate	interdependence	is	in	place	and	both	sets	
of	nuclear	rivals	exhibit	caution	and	war	avoidance.	But	in	non-crisis	situations,	they	tend	to	
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behave	in	conventional	(i.e.	pre-nuclear)	ways.	The	latter	is	best	explained	in	terms	of	what	I	
call	‘shadow	realism’:	states	adopt	policies	that	approximate	–	but	do	not	fully	articulate	–	the	
chief	tenets	of	realist	behaviour.	They	engage	in	necessarily	limited	confrontation	rather	than	
war;	acquisition	of	arms	they	cannot	meaningfully	employ	except	in	marginal	conflict;	and	the	
building	 of	 alliance-like	 arrangements	 that	 have	 limited	 relevance	 to	 a	 nuclearized	
environment.	This	pattern	challenges	the	foundations	of	realist	international	relations	theory	
and	 the	 construction	 of	 strategy	 around	 its	 central	 principles;	 refines	 the	 implications	 of	
liberal	theory	with	regard	to	interdependence;	and	highlights	the	utility	of	the	constructivist	
approach	 in	 explaining	 discordant	 strategic	 thought	 and	 behaviour	 between	 rival	 nuclear	
powers.	
	
Key	Words:	India,	China,	Pakistan,	nuclear	weapons,	IR	theory	

	
~~~~~~	

	

‘The	Elusive	Settlement:	Chinese-Indian	Negotiation	Over	“the	Boundary	
Question”’,	Stephen	Westcott	(Murdoch	University)	

	
The	Sino-Indian	border	dispute,	formally	referred	to	as	‘the	boundary	question’	remains	one	
of	 the	most	contentious	and	volatile	 issues	 in	the	two	side’s	bilateral	relations.	 Indeed,	 the	
several	violent	confrontations	of	2020	inflamed	passions	on	both	sides	and	raised	the	spectre	
of	a	war.	 In	an	effort	to	address	the	border	dispute	and	the	occasional	crises	that	 it	raises,	
China	and	India	have	engaged	in	several	rounds	of	formal	negotiations	and	countless	informal	
talks.	Yet,	the	two	states	are	no	closer	to	finding	a	resolution	to	the	dispute	then	when	the	
negotiations	began.	Thus,	this	paper	takes	stock	of	how	the	Sino-Indian	border	negotiations	
have	progressed	over	time	in	order	to	understand	the	question:	why	have	the	negotiations	
seemingly	become	stalemated?	Ultimately	it	is	recognised	that	though	the	negotiations	have	
failed	in	their	primary	mandate	of	resolving	the	boundary	question,	they	have	nonetheless	
evolved	 into	 a	 near	 indispensable	 channel	 of	 communication	 between	 the	 emerging	 great	
powers.	
	
Key	Words:	India,	China,	Special	Representatives	Meetings,	2020	Sino-Indian	border	
crisis,	Line	of	Actual	Control.		

	

~~~~~~	
	

‘Regulating	Border	Infrastructure	in	South	Asia:	The	Case	of	India-Nepal	
Integrated	Check	Posts’,	Riya	Sinha	(Centre	for	Social	and	Economic	Progress,	New	Delhi)	

	
While	 economic	 cooperation	 at	 the	 regional	 level	 is	 yet	 to	 take	 off	 in	 South	 Asia,	 there	 is	
immense	potential	for	the	countries	to	cooperate	at	a	bilateral	and	even	a	‘mini-lateral’	level.	
India	and	Nepal	have	significant	economic	cooperation	–	approximately	90%	of	Nepal’s	global	
trade	transits	through	India.	India	is	also	a	key	market	for	Nepal’s	goods	with	approximately	
57%	 (2018)	 of	 the	 goods	 being	 sold	 in	 the	 country.	 However,	 this	 cooperation	 is	 not	
translating	 to	 full	 economic	 benefits	 for	 the	 stakeholders	 due	 to	 high	 logistics	 cost.	
Approximately	half	of	the	bilateral	trade	is	routed	through	Integrated	Check	Posts	(ICPs)	at	
the	border,	where	facilities	like	customs	clearance	and	warehousing	are	available.	However,	
the	current	infrastructure	at	the	ICPs	demands	the	attention	of	policymakers	in	order	to	lower	
the	logistics	cost	and	improve	the	ease	of	doing	business	between	both	countries.	This	paper	
highlights	three	key	aspects	of	the	ICPs	between	India	and	Nepal.	First,	the	role	that	it	plays	in	
enabling	 trade	 between	 the	 two	 countries;	 second,	 the	 relevance	 of	 the	 ICPs	 in	 regional	
connectivity	 given	 the	 recent	 emphasis	 on	 other	 infrastructure	 projects	 such	 as	 railways,	
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inland	waterways,	and	pipelines;	and	third,	the	lesson	that	the	India-Nepal	experience	holds	
for	other	ICPs	in	South	Asia.	The	paper	is	based	on	the	findings	from	the	fieldwork	conducted	
by	the	author	at	the	India-Nepal	border	between	2016-2020.	It	concludes	that	the	ICPs	will	
continue	 to	 be	 the	most	 economical	 route	 for	 trade	 between	 both	 countries	 and	must	 be	
strengthened.	
	
Keywords:	India,	Nepal,	Regional	Cooperation,	South	Asia,	Integrated	Check	Posts		

	
	
	

Panel	2:	Indo-Pacific	Security	
	

	
‘The	Offshore	Hindu	Nation:	The	Indian	Ocean	in	the	Middlebrow	Hindu	
Nationalist	Imagination,	1990-2019’,	Sara	Perlangeli	(University	of	Oxford)	

	
Set	against	the	backdrop	of	a	deepening	in	India’s	engagement	in	the	Indian	Ocean	region	since	
the	 1990s,	 and	 domestic	 debates	 surrounding	 the	 nature	 of	 these	 new	 commitments,	 this	
paper	considers	how	Hindu	nationalists	have	envisioned	India’s	role	in	this	region	in	a	way	
that	is	consistent	with	the	ideological	commitments	and	goals	of	the	movement.	It	does	so	by	
shining	 a	 light	 on	 a	 middlebrow,	 Anglophone	 inflection	 of	 Hindu	 nationalist	 ideology	
embodied	by	articles	published	in	the	weekly	Organiser	throughout	the	period	under	analysis.	
Narratives	about	past	ties	along	the	Indian	Ocean	littoral	and	more	recent	developments	in	
the	region	are	analysed	for	their	ideological	import,	showing	that	central	to	the	articulation	of	
Hindu	nationalist	ideology	in	relation	to	this	region	is	a	constant	switching	between	different	
geographical	scales	that	interprets	relatively	distant,	foreign	spaces	along	the	Indian	Ocean	
littoral	 in	 terms	 drawn	 from	 the	 domestic	 tropes	 and	 concerns	 of	 the	 Hindu	 nationalist	
movement,	thus	turning	the	Indian	Ocean	littoral	into	something	of	an	offshore	replica	of	the	
Hindu	India	that	Organiser	and	its	votaries	advocate.	In	this	manner,	I	show,	thinking	about	
the	international,	the	foreign,	the	other	in	ways	that	emphasise	social	and	cultural	similarities	
shapes	perceptions	of	the	domestic,	the	nation,	the	self.	Yet,	I	argue,	the	emphasis	on	kinship	
that	underpins	representations	of	the	Indian	Ocean	and	its	littoral	also	reveals	the	limits	of	the	
Hindu	nationalist	 ‘international’	 imagination,	 in	 its	 failure	 to	produce	a	distinct	 ideological	
position	in	relation	to	security	dynamics	unfolding	in	the	region.		
	
Keywords:	Indian	Ocean;	Hindu	nationalism;	Indian	foreign	policy;	space-making;	organiser.	

	
~~~~~~	

	

	‘India’s	Foreign	Aid	to	the	Pacific:	A	Strategic	Tool	of	Cooperation?’	
Teesta	Prakash	(Griffith	University)	

	
Post	2016,	India	has	provided	a	substantial	amount	of	aid	to	the	Pacific	island	countries	as	
there	is	a	renewed	interest	in	the	foreign	aid	politics	of	this	region	with	Chinese	foreign	aid	
also	pouring	in	simultaneously.	Traditional,	or	‘old’	donors	of	aid	to	this	region	such	as	the	US,	
Australia	 New	 Zealand	 are	 increasingly	 being	 eclipsed	 by	 ‘new’	 donors	 such	 as	 India	 and	
China.	Specifically,	the	role	of	India	as	an	emerging	aid	donor	to	this	region	has	not	yet	been	
sufficiently	examined,	in	particular,	what	drives	its	‘Act	East’	policy’s	foreign	aid	initiatives	in	
the	Pacific	region	post	2016.	This	paper	will	test	the	dominant	explanations	of	aid	under	the	
‘Donor	Interest	Model’	(DIM)	and	‘Recipient	Need	Model’	(RNM)	to	understand	the	drivers	of	
Indian	aid	to	the	Pacific.	The	results	posit	that	India’s	foreign	aid	initiatives	in	the	region	to	
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certain	aspects	of	both	models	as	a	new	donor.	This	case	study	presents	broader	implications	
for	south-south	cooperation	with	the	emergence	of	new	donor	states.	

	

~~~~~~	
	

‘More	Than	a	String	of	Pearls:	China’s	Growing	Presence	in	Maritime	South	Asia’	
Jingdong	Yuan	(University	of	Sydney)	

	
China’s	rise	to	great-power	status	has	drawn	growing	attention	from	the	academia	and	policy	
communities	alike.	Part	of	the	attention	has	been	directed	to	assessing	how	Beijing	applies	
both	 hard	 and	 soft	 power	 to	 extend	 its	 influence	 and	 advance	 its	 objectives.	 While	
methodologically	 challenging,	 research	 into	describing,	 identifying,	 and	measuring	Chinese	
influence	in	recent	years	has	yielded	notable	results	and	contributed	to	a	better	understanding	
of	both	the	efficacy	and	limitation	of	Chinese	influence	attempts.	This	paper	examines	Beijing’s	
intended	objectives	and	use	of	resources	at	its	disposal	to	achieve	specific	goals	in	three	South	
Asian	 maritime	 states—Bangladesh,	 Sri	 Lanka,	 and	 the	 Maldives.	 Drawing	 on	 recent	
scholarships	on	influence,	the	paper	looks	at	the	causality,	intentionality	and	goal	attainment	
with	regard	to	Beijing’s	efforts	in	developing	influences	in	the	three	countries,	and	assesses	
both	 China’s	 interests	 and	 ability	 in	 exerting	 influences	 in	 particular,	 and	 the	 utility	 and	
methodological	challenges	of	the	influence	literatures	in	general.	

	

~~~~~~	
	

‘India-Japan	Alignment	in	the	Indo-Pacific’	
Yoichiro	Sato	and	Astha	Chadha	(Ritsumeikan	Asia	Pacific	University)	

	
India-Japan	relations	have	elevated	from	cultural	and	economic	partnership	to	cooperative	
relationship	in	the	Indo-Pacific,	as	outlined	by	the	India-Japan	Vision	2025	statement	signed	
by	PM	Modi	and	PM	Abe	in	2017.	Since	establishing	a	special	strategic	global	partnership	in	
2014,	India	and	Japan	have	sought	to	deepen	their	defense	ties	 in	response	to	the	regional	
security	challenges.	At	the	same	time,	the	said	partnership	has	faced	several	bottlenecks	in	the	
contexts	of	their	respective	relationships	with	China	and	the	United	States.	The	questions	this	
paper	raises	are:	
	

• how	convergent	and	divergent	are	economic	interests	of	India	and	Japan?		
• what	are	the	strategic	arrangements	in	the	Indo-Japanese	bilateral	relationship	that	

continue	to	thrive?		
• how	 have	 China	 and	 the	 U.S.	 impacted	 India-Japan	 relationship	 at	 bilateral	 and	

multilateral	levels?	
	

Employing	a	realist-constructivist	perspective,	the	paper	examines	the	India-Japan	relations	
and	 their	 common	 vision	 and	 cooperation	 in	 the	 Indo-Pacific	 in	 the	 backdrop	 of	 the	
intensifying	U.S.-China	 contest	 over	 global	 influence.	However,	 since	 Japan	 and	 India	 have	
several	divergent	challenges	as	regional	powers,	the	paper	also	looks	into	the	ways	New	Delhi	
and	Tokyo	define	their	“Indo-Pacific”	visions	so	as	not	to	aggravate	negative	perceptions	of	
third	 parties	 about	 the	 Indo-Japanese	 cooperation.	 This	 paper	 seeks	 to	 analyze	 the	 Indo-
Japanese	 relationship	 in	 both	 bilateral	 security	 partnership	 and	 other	 trilateral	 and	
quadrilateral	(Quad)	frameworks	in	the	Indo-Pacific.		
	
Keywords:	India,	Japan,	Indo-Pacific,	security,	foreign	policy		
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Panel	3:	Global	India	–	Vision		
	

	
‘A	Bombay	Periodical,	Indian	Non-Alignment	and	Afro-Asian	Internationalism’	

Swapna	Kona	Nayudu	(Harvard	University)	
	

This	paper	is	a	study	of	the	periodical	United	Asia,	published	in	Bombay,	India,	from	1948	to	
1974,	as	a	repository	of	internationalist	discourse	between	Indian	and	African	political	spaces.	
The	 paper	 is	 specifically	 interested	 in	 tracing	 a	 history	 of	 non-alignment	 as	 an	 idea	 that	
travelled	between	colonized	or	newly	post-colonial	spaces,	with	Bombay	as	a	geographical	
point	 of	 convergence	 for	 commentary	 from	within	 India	 on	non-alignment.	 The	periodical	
carried	essays	on	non-alignment	alongside	essays	on	African	and	Asian	politics,	thus	creating	
a	sphere	replete	with	themes	of	Third	Worldism,	Global	South	solidarities	and	India’s	non-
aligned	policy	vis-à-vis	the	Cold	War.	A	study	of	the	periodical	presents	non-alignment	in	a	
new	light	–	that	of	Afro-Asian	solidarity	rather	than	as	merely	a	riposte	to	big	power	politics.	
To	 tease	 these	 connections	 out,	 I	will	 first	 discuss	ways	 in	which	non-alignment	 has	 been	
written	into	and	out	of	International	Relations	and	Global	History	and	then,	co-locate	Indian	
Afro-Asianism	and	the	critique	of	non-alignment	in	the	pages	of	the	periodical	United	Asia.	In	
the	conclusion,	I	will	discuss	United	Asia	as	embracing	Afro-Asian	periodical	diplomacy	and	
constructing	its	own	template	of	doing	so.	In	sum,	the	paper	suggests	that	a	sustained	study	of	
periodicals	such	as	United	Asia	could	invigorate	existing	epistemological	approaches	to	the	
study	of	a	non-aligned	Afro-Asian	internationalist	politics.		
	
Keywords:	periodical,	Afro-Asianism,	Cold	War,	non-alignment,	Nehru		

	

~~~~~~	
	

‘The	Hindu	Nationalist	Theory	of	International	Politics’	
Ian	Hall	(Griffith	University)	

	
Understandably,	most	research	on	Hindu	nationalist	 ideology	has	 focussed	on	what	 it	 says	
about	how	India	should	be	ruled	and	how	India’s	society	should	be	organised,	its	nineteenth	
and	early	twentieth	century	origins	and	its	development	since	the	1920s.	Far	less	work	has	
been	done	on	what	might	be	called	the	Hindu	nationalist	theory	of	international	politics	–	on	
the	ways	in	which	Hindu	nationalists	think	societies	interact	and	how	they	should	relate	to	
each	other.	This	 is,	of	course,	also	understandable,	since	 in	government,	Hindu	nationalists	
have	tended	to	be	foreign	policy	pragmatists.	But	there	are	good	reasons	to	look	more	closely	
at	their	theory,	as	well	as	their	practice,	not	least	because	Hindu	nationalists	regularly	insist	–	
sincerely	or	not	–	that	they	possess	knowledge	how	the	world	might	live	in	peace,	in	ways	that	
sustain	social	justice	and	environmental	balance.	Drawing	on	Martin	Wight’s	classic	studies	of	
past	international	thought,	as	well	as	recent	work	on	non-Western	theory,	this	paper	unpacks	
the	key	elements	of	the	Hindu	nationalist	tradition	that	underpin	those	beliefs.	It	looks	back	
to	precursor	arguments	in	the	work	of	Vivekananda,	Tilak	and	Aurobindo,	about	the	causes	of	
India’s	subjugation	and	the	role	India	and	Hindus	are	destined	to	play	in	the	world,	then	at	
how	those	ideas	were	appropriated	and	modified	by	Savarkar,	Golwalkar	and	Upadhyaya	to	
form	the	basic	structure	of	Hindu	nationalist	international	theory.		
	
Keywords:	India,	Hindu	nationalism,	Hindutva,	ideology,	international	theory	

	
~~~~~~	
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‘Non-Resident	Prime	Ministers?	Measuring	India’s	Foreign	Policy	Priorities	via	
Leadership	Travel’,	Sumitha	Narayanan	Kutty	and	Walter	C.	Ladwig	(KCL)	

	
As	a	rising	India	has	sought	both	standing	and	recognition	in	the	international	system,	scholars	
have	 debated	 whether	 revisionist,	 reformist,	 or	 status	 quo	 tendencies	 would	 come	 to	
dominate	the	country’s	engagement	with	the	outside	world.	Given	the	extent	to	which	power	
over	 foreign	 policy	 has	 been	 concentrated	 in	 the	 Prime	Minister’s	 Office,	 one	way	 to	 gain	
insight	into	such	issues	is	to	study	their	behavior.	Face-to-face	diplomacy	and	high-level	visits	
are	an	increasingly	prominent	feature	of	India’s	international	relations.	Time	spent	abroad,	
however,	 is	 time	 that	 the	Prime	Minister	 is	not	 seen	 to	be	engaged	and	active	 in	domestic	
politics:	 various	 PMs	 from	 Gujral	 to	 Modi	 have	 been	 criticized	 as	 a	 "non-resident	 prime	
minister"	 for	 spending	so	much	 time	overseas.	 	Thus,	given	 the	scarce	nature	of	 the	Prime	
Minister’s	 time,	 where	 they	 choose	 to	 travel	 can	 serve	 as	 a	 key	 indicator	 of	 their	
priorities.	 	Employing	 an	 original	 data	 set,	 we	 analyze	 the	 factors	 shaping	 the	 patterns	 of	
foreign	 travel	 by	 Indian	 Prime	Ministers	 and	 other	 VIPs	 (President	 and	 Foreign	Minister)	
between	1992–2019.		This	allows	us	to	assess	the	degree	to	which	the	patterns	of	travel	and	
countries	receiving	attention	are	consistent	with	the	expectations	of	revisionist,	reformist,	or	
status	quo	tendencies.	 It	also	enables	an	assessment	of	 the	possible	 influences	of	domestic	
politics	 versus	 strategic	 calculations	 in	 shaping	 India's	 foreign	 engagement.	 Finally,	 the	
longitudinal	nature	of	the	data	allows	us	to	speak	to	changes	over	time	and	make	comparisons	
across	post-Cold	War	Indian	governments.	
	
Keywords:	India,	foreign	policy,	diplomacy,	Prime	Ministerial	travel	

	

~~~~~~	
	

‘Indian-American	Attitudes	Towards	Politics	in	India:	Internal	Divisions’,	Shubha	
Kamala	Prasad	(EUI),	Maneesh	Arora	(Wellesley	College),	Sara	Sadhwani	(Pomona	College)	

	
Diaspora	communities	are	not	homogenous	entities	even	if	they	are	characterized	as	such	for	
the	 sake	 of	 analytical	 convenience.	 Often,	 members	 of	 the	 diaspora	 carry	 their	 political	
attitudes	 from	 their	 country	of	 origin,	which	 the	next	 generation	might	 inherit.	 Given	 that	
political	preferences	in	the	country	of	origin	might	vary	significantly,	members	of	the	diaspora	
should	also	have	different	political	preferences.	In	order	to	test	this	variation,	we	explore	the	
internal	 cleavages	 of	 the	 Indian-American	 community	 using	 a	 national	 sample	 of	 1003	
members	of	this	community.		
	
We	find	significant	differences	by	generation	status,	year	of	arrival	in	the	United	States,	state	
of	origin	in	India,	and	religion	on	evaluations	of	politicians	and	policy	in	India.	These	cleavages	
map	on	to	divisions	that	we	see	in	India.	Moreover,	we	find	that	Indian-Americans	are	not	only	
divided	 in	 their	 attitudes	 towards	 politics	 in	 India,	 but	 that	 the	 same	 factors	 predict	
differences	 in	evaluations	of	politicians	and	policy	 in	 the	US.	Our	 results	 contribute	 to	our	
understanding	of	Indian	American	attitudes,	and	also	offer	clues	to	how	diaspora	communities	
carry	their	political	predispositions	with	them	to	their	destination	country.		
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Panel	4:	Global	India	–	Practice		
	

	
‘Futures	in	the	Making:	An	Analysis	of	Indian	Climate	Policy	Articulations’	

Miriam	Prys	(GIGA,	Hamburg)	
	
Imaginations	of	possible	climate	futures,	including	perceptions,	predictions,	and	scenarios,	are	
important	 as	 they	 define	 the	 scope	 within	 which	 action	 is	 plausible	 and	 within	 which	
responsibilities	 for	 action	 are	willingly	 assumed.	 The	 paper	 assesses	 how	different	 Indian	
actors	imagine	climate	futures	and	whether	different	actors	and	their	ideas	are	connected.	We	
deal	with	(strategic)	visions	for	global	governance	formulated	as	part	of	domestic	and	foreign	
policy	making	(in	both	parliamentary	and	other	domestic	debates	as	well	as	in	statements	at	
the	 UNFCCC)	 and	 ask	 under	which	 conditions	 different	 visions	 of	 the	 future	 emerge.	 The	
conditions	 shaping	 particular	 future	 imaginations	 are	 likely	 to	 include	 the	 institutional	
structure	of	the	state	as	well	as	India’s	positioning	within	the	climate	regime.	
	
India’s	climate	‘visions’	will	be	coded	by	looking	at	agency	(who	influences	the	future	and	to	
what	 degree),	 time	 (“when”	 is	 this	 future	 that	 is	 envisioned),	 scope	 (is	 the	 future	 of	 local,	
national,	or	global	extent),	the	specific	issue	that	is	referred	to	as	part	of	future	climate	change	
(water,	biodiversity,	human	survival	etc.),	and	the	normative	evaluation	of	 this	 future.	 In	a	
second	phase,	we	code	ascribed	responsibilities	that	are	associated	with	the	imagination,	as	
well	 as	 which	 solutions	 to	 the	 problems	 and	 challenges	 associated	 with	 the	 future	 are	
advocated.	 The	 comparison	of	 domestic	 and	 international	 debates	 by	 the	 same	 actors	will	
provide	important	clues	about	the	plausibility	of	coherent	future	climate	actions,	both	within	
India	but	also	as	part	of	the	wider	multilateral	effort.		
	
Keywords:	future,	India,	climate	change,	UNFCCC,	qualitative	analysis	
	

~~~~~~	
	

‘How	Much	India	Gives	to	Africa,	And	Why?’	
Chirayu	Thakkar	(National	University	of	Singapore)	

	
There	 is	 increasing	 attention	 behind	 the	 foreign	 aid	 motivations	 of	 emerging	 or	 non-
traditional	donors.	Such	an	enterprise	is	affected	by	appropriate	quantification.	This	article	
introduces	a	comprehensive	dataset	of	India’s	foreign	assistance	to	Africa	from	1998-2020	for	
all	contributions	above	one	million	USD.	Based	on	earlier	qualitative	research,	it	puts	to	test	
three	major	hypotheses	 for	extending	aid	using	panel	data—diplomatic	and	political,	 trade	
and	market	access,	and	energy	security.	This	paper	addresses	two	questions—how	much	India	
donates	to	Africa,	and	why?	The	first	one	is	answered	by	quantifying	foreign	assistance	since	
the	inception	of	the	program	to	address	a	critical	scholarly	lacuna.	The	following	question	taps	
into	the	broader	debate	of	aid	motives	between	traditional	and	emerging	donors.	The	results	
juxtapose	 China	 and	 India,	 two	 major	 donors	 to	 understand	 differences	 within	 emerging	
donors.	

	

~~~~~~	
	

‘The	Comparative	Analysis	of	Russia’s	and	France’s	Strategies	Towards	South	
Asia’,	Aleksei	Zakharov	(Russian	Academy	of	Sciences)	

	
Since	2018	the	 leading	Indian	and	 international	scholars	have	been	pointing	out	 that	Paris	
replaced	 Moscow	 on	 many	 accounts	 emerging	 as	 a	 sole	 consistent	 supporter	 of	 Indian	
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interests	on	 international	 arena.	Three	broad	 reasons	are	 cited	 to	 explain	why	France	has	
emerged	 for	 India	 as	 a	 ‘new	Russia’.	 For	 one,	 Paris	 is	 perceived	 to	 be	 such	 a	 comfortable	
partner	for	New	Delhi	that	Indian	leaders	can	utilise	the	term	“alliance”	without	any	harm	to	
its	 traditional	 stance	 on	 “strategic	 autonomy”.	Narendra	Modi’s	 reference	 to	 ‘InFra’	 as	 “an	
alliance	between	India	and	France”,	that	he	made	during	his	speech	in	Paris	in	August	2019,	is	
a	case	in	point.	Secondly,	in	the	changing	realities	of	the	21st	century	India	and	France	could	
draw	 closer	 and	might	well	 cooperate	 “on	military	nuclear	propulsion	 and	other	 sensitive	
areas”	previously	reserved	only	for	Soviet	Union/Russia.	Third	point,	France	has	proven	to	be	
a	more	reliable	partner	since	Russia’s	support	on	Kashmir	has	turned	“lukewarm”	as	Moscow	
is	now	following	an	ambiguous	policy	on	sensitive	 issues	 for	New	Delhi	 “feeling	squeezed”	
between	China	and	India	and	having	established	a	closer	cooperation	with	Pakistan.	Based	on	
the	 comparative	historical	 analysis,	 this	paper	defines	 the	drivers	of	Russia’s	 and	France’s	
policies	in	South	Asia	since	early	1990s	and	identifies	larger	trends	of	geopolitical	shifts	in	the	
region.	
	
Keywords:	France;	Russia;	South	Asia;	India;	Pakistan	

	

~~~~~~	
	

‘India’s	Response	to	COVID-19	–	A	Soft	Power	Perspective’	
Aleksandra	Jaskólska	(University	of	Warsaw)	

	
This	paper	is	aimed	at	analyzing	India’s	respond	to	COVID-19	crisis,	as	a	tool	to	leverage	its	
image	 and	 reputation	 as	 a	 trusted,	 neutral	 and	 credible	 international	 partner.	 Theoretical	
approach	used	to	analyze	India’s	response	to	COVID-19	crisis	is	soft	power	concept.	To	explain	
and	understand	the	dynamics	of	the	process	it	is	important	to	analyze:	
	

• India’s	internal	anti-COVID-19	policy;		
• the	use	of	Indian	culture	and	values	in	shaping	anti-COVID-19	policies	in	the	Indo-	

Pacific	Region	and	outside	of	it;	
	

India’s	medical	diplomacy	and	India’s	use	of	regional	and	international	organizations/forums	
to	proof	its	capacity	to	be	responsible	actor	in	global	politics.	Results	of	the	study	allows	to	
understand	India’s	foreign	policy	decision	making	process	during	the	time	of	pandemic,	which	
is	aimed	at	leveraging	its	image	and	reputation	as	a	trusted,	neutral	and	credible	partner	but	
unfortunately	it	failed	to	secure	its	own	citizens	during	the	time	of	pandemic.	It	can	be	used	as	
pattern	to	analyze	foreign	policy	of	different	states	which	are	aiming	to	achieve	same	results	
as	India.		
	
Keywords:	India,	COVID-19,	soft	power,	foreign	policy,	Narendra	Modi	
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