
EUROPEAN SCHOLARS OF SOUTH ASIAN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (ESSAIR) 
 
AIMS & OBJECTIVES: 
 
South Asia’s contemporary rise to prominence will significantly impact upon geopolitics in the 
coming decades, and will be a dynamic central to the widely anticipated role that Asia will play in 
international politics of the 21st century.  Considering that this region contains a variety of countries 
of mounting international importance and increasing domestic complexity – within an evermore 
inter-dependent and globalizing world – appreciating South Asia’s politics and international relations 
has never been so significant. From India aspiring to be a great power, and Pakistan and Afghanistan 
searching for stability, to Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and the Maldives striving to maintain 
their political independence and development, this is a pivotal region undergoing momentous 
transformations that need to be better understood. South Asia’s international relations and rising 
geopolitical importance must become more visible topics of investigation across Europe. 
 
However, although Europe hosts several groupings focused on the study of South Asia – such as the 
European Conference on South Asian Studies (ECSAS) and the British Association for South Asian Studies 
(BASAS) – these organizations have a highly limited focus upon the international relations of the 
region and its states and multilateral bodies.  To fill this specific intellectual gap, ESSAIR will:  
 

• establish an annual forum in Europe dedicated to scholars working on the international 
relations of South Asia, at which established academics and policy experts, emerging scholars 
and current postgraduate students will meet to discuss, exchange and synthesise their ideas; 

• represent, promote and enhance the work of ESSAIR members by building a durable 
research network based on existing specialist expertise and experience that will share academic 
best practices, including stimulating collaboration on research, funding and grants; 

• reflect a plurality of cutting-edge theoretical perspectives on the study of South Asia 
under the wide aegis of International Relations and History; including political science, 
security studies, foreign policy, IR theory, comparative politics, institutionalism, & others;  

• pool together a public directory of all European scholars working on South Asian IR – 
whether based inside or outside Europe – to encourage the greatest degree of sharing and 
inter-connection about current regional knowledge, especially for new students of the field.  

 
CONFERENCE FORMAT: 
 
The first ESSAIR Annual Conference will take place in Paris in the Spring 2019, consisting of: 
 

• focused academic discussion in a supportive, open-minded & creative atmosphere, in which 
panellists will be able to present their advanced, in-progress or nascent research, and then 
receive feedback from peers working in their field; 

• one day of panels - scheduled from 9:00 to 17:00, and made up of three to four panels; and 
• discrete panels made up of participants each presenting for 10-15 minutes, followed by 

discussion, with the audience made up of presenters from other panels. 
 
LOGISTICS / FREQUENCY: 
 

• a Steering Committee of Chris Ogden (St Andrews); Raphaëlle Khan (IRSEM); Nicolas Blarel 
(Leiden); Arndt Michael (Freiburg) & Hannes Ebert (GMF) will manage ESSAIR’s affairs; 

• hosting of ESSAIR Annual Conferences will rotate each year, with all direct conference costs 
(room bookings, lunches, tea/coffee) being borne by the relevant host institution, with the 
support of associate institutions, if possible;  

• there will be no annual subscription or membership fees – any travel/accommodation costs 
associated with attending ESSAIR Annual Conferences will be met by individual scholars. 


